John Lowry, Maryland 400 veteran 


John Lowry (?-1815) 


Private, First Maryland Regiment, 1776 


John Lowry was born to James and Mary (Veazey) Lowry, likely in Cecil County, Maryland. [1] 
Family tradition holds that he was born in April 1750. 


On February 22, 1776, Lowry enlisted as a private in Captain Peter Adams's Sixth Company of the 
First Maryland Regiment. [2] Many of those in the Sixth Company were recruited from the Eastern 
Shore, specifically from Kent, Dorchester, and Caroline counties. [3] The company trained in 
Annapolis, helping protect the capital from British attack, even marching to Leonardtown and back, 
until it departed for New York. [4] 


The First Maryland Regiment were the first troops Maryland raised at the beginning of the 
Revolutionary War. Maryland was more than willing to do its part to recruit the men needed to fill the 
Continental Army's depleted ranks. [5] A few days after independence was declared, the First Maryland 
Regiment were ordered to New York so it could join the forces of General George Washington. The 
regiment arrived there in early August, with the Battle of Brooklyn set between the Continental Army 
and the British Army, joined by their Hessian allies. 


Lowry served with his company at the Battle of Brooklyn in late August 1776. Since Adams was sick, 
Lieutenant Nathaniel Ewing likely commanded the company during the battle. Apart from Daniel 


Bowie's company, which suffered heavy casualties, 78 percent of Ewing's company were killed, 
wounded or captured, including Peter Adams's brother. After the battle, fewer than 20 men remained 
out of the original force of 74 men. [6] The loss of life confirmed the assessment of the British 
Parliament's Annual Register which described how "almost a whole regiment from Maryland...of 
young men from the best families in the country was cut to pieces" even as the battle brought the men 
of the Maryland 400 together. [7] 


The Battle of Brooklyn, the first large-scale battle of the war, fits into the larger context of the 
Revolutionary War. If the Maryland Line had not stood and fought the British, enabling the rest of the 
Continental Army to escape, then the Continental Army would been decimated, resulting in the end of 
the Revolutionary War. This heroic stand gave the regiment the nickname of the Old Line and those 
who made the stand in the battle are remembered as the Maryland 400. 


Lowry survived the Battle of Brooklyn but was grievously injured in the groin and was taken prisoner 
by the British. [8] Like many other Marylanders, he was likely put onto a British prison ship initially, 
then possibly imprisoned in the city. [9] Regardless of where they were sent, prisoners not fair well 
because the British were not ready for the large number of prisoners they captured after the battle. 
Since Britain was not at war with a foreign country, the captured Continentals were treated as rebels, 
rather than prisoners of war, and were treated cruelly, abused, and tortured. [10] Lowry was released 
from British custody in December 1776. [11] 


Possibly in 1777, John Lowry re-enlisted in the Maryland Line, reportedly in the Seventh Maryland 
Regiment, and was discharged in April 1781. [12] During this time, he likely fought in the battles of 
Brandywine (1777), Germantown (1777), Monmouth (1778), Camden (1780), and Hobkirk's Hill 
(1781), among other skirmishes. After the war, he was compensated due to his lasting injury at the 
Battle of Brooklyn even though he had lost or misplaced his discharge. [13] 


In 1783, Lowry was living as a single man in Harford County's Spesutia Upper Hundred. [14] At some 
point before 1788, while living in Harford County, he married a woman named Hannah Finney. [15] In 
the spring of 1788, Finney's mother, Manassah, died, and willed ten acres of her farm to Finney and 
Lowry to use until 1789. [16] This bequest reaffirmed a lease Lowry and Manassah made in 1783 that 
the farm was near Welles Swamp, and was given under certain conditions. [17] Likely the farm was on 
one of the two tracts owned by Manassah in Harford County's Deer Creek Middle Hundred, named 
Giles and Webster's Discovery, a tract of land that spanned 70 acres in total. [18] While Lowry was 
called to testify against his brother-in-law, James Barnett, who was the executor of her estate, in 1791, 
he later received money, along with his wife, when assets of the estate were distributed in 1809. [19] 


By 1790, John Lowry was living with his wife, and possibly two children, in Cecil County's Elk Neck. 
[20] They were possibly living on a 100-acre land tract, which he had leased to a wealthy Cecil County 
man named Samuel Redgrave in February 1781. [21] The tract was called Tedart and sat on the west 
side of the Elk River. The tract had been owned by his father, James, before his death. 


Years later, in 1805, he was living in Harford County and received compensation for his revolutionary 
war service. [22] However, in the early nineteenth century, Lowry bought land in Fells Point, 
Baltimore, called Leasehold, some of which he leased, and lived in Baltimore County until his death. 
[23] At that time, he was staying with his second wife, Elizabeth Maidwell, who he had married on 
October 22, 1801. [24] In the fall of 1804, she leased him land in the town of Baltimore, for the next 99 
years, which had part of the estate of her former husband, Alexander Maidwell. [25] The fate of 
Lowry's first wife, Hannah, is not known. 


Sometime in the fall of 1815, before September 6, John Lowrey died in Baltimore County without a 
will, and his estate was administered by Cornelius Willis. [26] 


- Burkely Hermann, Maryland Society of the Sons of American Revolution Research Fellow, 2016. 
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